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was  Christian,  and it does not appear on
what   terms   Gregory   expected   it   and   its
bishops to fall in with his scheme.    Those
who were nearest to Canterbury, the Welsh,
would not;   and York was long unable to
extend its  influence  northward, and never
succeeded in effectively controlling the bishops
of what was afterwards the one kingdom of
Scotland.    As  yet  there was no  sign that
the island was to be divided between two,
and only two, kingdoms, or that the divisions
would be in a true sense national.    But of
slighter, though effective, divisions there were
so many, both in the north and in the south,
that the first six Archbishops of Canterbury
failed to establish any provincial system at
all.    Missionaries came from various quarters,
Birinus to Wessex from North Italy, Felix
from Burgundy to East Anglia ; most notable
of all St. Aidan and his colleagues from lona
to the north of England, whence their influ-
ence and that of their English disciples, such
as St. Chad, spread over the Midlands.    There
was no unity;   even the workers from the
Continent came independently, without asking
the consent or receiving the aid of the suc-
cessors   of   St.   Augustine.    The   evangelists
from the north were out of communion with
the  rest,   ostensibly  on points  of  practice,